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CALL TO ORDER: 

 

  

INTRODUCTION OF LATE ITEMS: 

 

- Resolution required to add late items, if any 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 

 

- Resolution to adopt the Agenda for the February 12, 
2019 Committee of the Whole Meeting. 
 

PETITIONS & DELEGATIONS: 

 

-  

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

  

Community Energy Association – Trish 
Dehnel, Senior Energy 
Specialist/Community Relations Manager 
 

- Regional Energy Efficiency Program & BC Energy 
Step Code Consultation Notification 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

  

 - Resolution to adjourn the meeting at ___ p.m. 
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Regional District Central Kootenay
Regional Energy Efficiency Program

February 2019

Trish Dehnel, CEA
Carmen Proctor, Nelson EcoSave

3



Thanks to our funders and partners
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• Introduction 

– Community Energy Association and Nelson EcoSave

– Common Commitments

– Local Government Action/Programs

• Residential Energy Efficiency Program

– New Home Program Component

– Existing Home Program Component

• Community Launch – April  2019

Agenda
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The City of Nelson
Carmen Proctor
EcoSave Program Manager
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All Kootenay local governments are signatories to the Climate Action Charter

Climate commitments for: 
• Corporate emissions
• Community emissions
• Complete communities 

Eligible for: Climate Action Revenue Incentive Program (CARIP) 

As local government, the RDCK and members municipalities can take climate 
action and implement policy to reduce emissions in 3 key areas: 
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Local government

Corporate operations

Community – residential, 
commercial, institutional

• Energy/emissions measured - CEEI
• Senior Energy Specialist/CEEP
• OCP reduction targets
• Nelson  EcoSave/ Kootenay Energy Diet
• 100% Renewable Kootenays
• REEP

• Energy/emissions measured 
Corporate Inventory / SmartTool

• Carbon Neutral Kootenays 2009-
2014

• Carbon Neutral Action Plans  and  
Corporate GHG Emission Reduction 
Plans
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$224 million per year spent in RDCK
$3,764 per capita per year
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Policy and Program Development

– Sustainability Checklist

– Regional approach to Step Code

Training and Education

– Community Information Sessions

– Builder Step Code workshop 

Promotion of Energy Efficient Programs

- EfficiencyBC

- BC Hydro

- FortisBC

11



12



BC Energy Step Code

Initial Notification:
Notify the Energy Step Code Council you have started to consult on the BC Energy Step Code
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Energy Modeling by Natural 
Resources Canada Certified 
Energy Advisor

Air-Tightness Testing
to achieve minimum 

performance levels

No Prescriptive Energy  
Requirements

Performance Compliance
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BC Energy Step Code
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The Six Strategies that cost-effectively boost performance

VENTILATE 

SMARTLY

MIND YOUR 

MACHINES

BAN BRIDGES

SEAL IT UP

THINK ABOUT

DOORS & 

WINDOWS

BOOST 

INSULATION

How to Boost Performance
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The Six Strategies that cost-effectively boost performance

BAN BRIDGES

SEAL IT UP

THINK ABOUT

DOORS & 

WINDOWS

Step 3 Case Studies

energystepcode.ca/ 
case-studies/
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Home Owner Benefits
• Lower energy bills: lower energy consumption reduces operation costs
• Comfort:  minimizes warm and cold spots
• Quiet: increased insulation levels and better windows can reduce outside noise
• Durable: focus on envelope first, minimum requirements beyond building code
• Peace of mind: third part verified by trained energy advisor

Highly Encouraged:  Mid Construction Blower Door Test

Check:  efficiencybc.ca for utility incentives 
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• Walk-in closets
• Energy-efficient appliances
• High-efficiency windows
• Linen closets
• Overall energy-efficient home
• Kitchen islands
• Open concept kitchens 
• Large windows 
• Two-car garage
• HRV-ERV air exchange

Source: Canadian Homebuyer Preference National Study 2017 

Top 10 Must Haves for new homes
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RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMITS

(Total number of single residential 

units/year)

Number 

building 

Permits

Year 2016

Number 

Building 

Permits 

Year 2017

Projected 

Number 

Building 

Permits 

Year 2018

2016 2017 2018

Central Kootenay RD Total 167 230 289

Castlegar, C 15 10 28

Central Kootenay, RD Rural Areas* 98 125 126

Creston, T 15 9 13

Kaslo, VL 1 2 3

Nakusp, VL 7 4 6

Nelson, C 30 79 108

Salmo, VL 1 1 5

(*includes New Denver, Silverton, Slocan)
Source: Statistics Canada, Produced by BC Stats (www.bcstats.gov.bc)
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Year # New 

Builds 

Anticipated 

Region 

Wide 

# New 

Builds

Voluntary 

Step 1

# New 

Builds

Mandatory 

Step 1

# New 

Builds

Voluntary 

Step 3

# New Builds

Mandatory 

Step 3 

(Base Code 

Change)

2019 200 100 (50%) 50 (25%)

2020 200 200 (100%) 100 (50%)

2021 200 200 (100%) 160 (80%)

2022 200 200 (100%) 200 (100%)

Targets
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• Examples in East Kootenay (Kimberley and Sparwood): initiated Step Code 
through incentives, now have adopted policy

• Voluntary incentive aims to remove barriers and encourage learning:  Uses 
CARIP funds 

• BC Hydro Energy Step Code Implementation Funding – to incentivise 
working with an Energy Advisor

• Consider mid-construction blower door as the opportunity for enhanced 
learning

Incentives and Policy Support
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• Past workshops in 2018

• March 8, 2019 BCIT Stepcode
Lab in a box builders 
workshop, Nelson (and 
March 11, Revelstoke)-.

• March 16, 2019 Airtightness 
Training in Nelson.

Other Workshops

Builders 
Workshops 
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• Help homeowners to 
reduce energy and GHG 
emissions

• Program offered Spring 
2019 to December 2020

• Information sessions will 
be offered in most RDCK 
communities

• Simple registration 
process

• Program Targets & 
Program evaluation

Nelson Mayor John Dooley 
Registering in 2012!
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How to participate:

1. Register 
2. Pre-energy evaluation
3. Rebates and financing
4. Upgrades completed
5. Post-energy evaluation
6. EnerGuide Rating

Blower Door Test
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Community 
Launches

Spring 2019

Nelson April 30

Castlegar April 16

Salmo April 25

Nakusp May 1

Slocan

Silverton/New Denver
Kaslo May 6

Creston May 2
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Thank you! 

Trish Dehnel

pdehnel@communityenergy.bc.ca

250-505-3246

Carmen Proctor

cproctor@nelson.ca

250-509-2021
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Local governments should use this form to notify the Province and Energy Step Code Council when they have started 
or plan to initiate consultation with stakeholders on the potential application of the BC Energy Step Code in their 
communities. Please read the online information about the notification process before completing this form.  
 
To provide industry with sufficient time to adjust to new energy-efficiency requirements, the Province and the Energy 
Step Code Council recommend the following transition timelines, as noted in the Energy Step Code provincial policy 
guide (sections 3.4.1 to 3.4.4):  
 
a) Enforcement with no delay: The transition of energy-efficiency requirements existing prior to December 2017,  

to an equivalent Step(s) in the BC Energy Step Code, may be enforced with no delay. 
b) Three-month transition: The expansion of an existing program(s) that is equivalent to a Step(s) in the  

BC Energy Step Code (item (a) in this list), to a new location within a community (e.g., a neighbourhood plan)  
or situation (e.g., rezoning), may be enforced no sooner than three months from the date this form is received by 
the Building and Safety Standards Branch.   

c) Six-month transition: New or expanded requirements for Lower Steps may be enforced no sooner than six 
months from the date this form is received by the Building and Safety Standards Branch. 

d) Twelve-month transition: New or expanded requirements for Higher Steps may be enforced no sooner than  
12 months from the date this form is received by the Building and Safety Standards Branch. 

 
The transition timelines start when the notification form has been received by the Building and Safety Standards 
Branch (the Branch will send an email to confirm receipt of the notification and the transition start date).  
 
The information you provide will be summarized and shared with the Energy Step Code Council, to help support the 
successful implementation of the BC Energy Step Code. Summarized information from Sections 1, 3, 4 and 5 of the 
form will also be shared publicly.   
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

1. Local Government     
Which BC local government or other authority having jurisdiction are you reporting on behalf of? 

 

Which regional district is your community in? 

 

2. Contact Information  
Please provide contact information for the person completing this notification.  
First Name Last Name 

 

Job Title  

 

Municipality (if different from the local government)       

 

Telephone      

 

Email Address 

 

  

The information submitted here does not commit a local government or Authority 
Having Jurisdiction to any future action regarding the BC Energy Step Code. 
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3. Initial or Revised Notification of Consultation on the BC Energy Step Code 
Please indicate if this is an initial notification of your consultation on the BC Energy Step Code, or a revised notification based on a 
change in requirements. If this is a revised notification, note that the transition timelines referred to above restart.  

☐   Initial Notification 
☐   Revised Notification  

4. Consultation 
Please indicate the Step(s) you expect to consult on for each building type and whether you are considering a community-wide or 
other type of application (e.g., builder incentives, or a neighbourhood requirement).  
Part 9: Houses and Small Buildings Community-Wide 

Application 
Other Application 

☐  Lower Steps (1, 2 or 3) ☐  Lower Steps (1, 2 or 3) 
 ☐  Higher Steps  (4 or 5) 

Part 3: Large and Complex Residential Buildings (Wood 
Construction) 

Community-Wide 

Application 
Other Application 

☐  Lower Steps (1, 2 or 3) ☐  Lower Steps (1, 2 or 3) 
 ☐  Higher Step (4)  

Part 3: Large and Complex Residential Buildings  Community-Wide 

Application 
Other Application 

☐  Lower Steps (1 or 2)  ☐  Lower Steps (1 or 2) 
 ☐  Higher Steps (3 or 4) 

Part 3: Large and Complex Office and Mercantile Buildings  Community-Wide 

Application 
Other Application 

☐   Lower Steps (1 or 2) ☐   Lower Steps (1 or 2) 
 ☐   Higher Step (3) 

5. Transitioning, Expanding, or New Requirements 
Please indicate if you are consulting on new energy-efficiency programs for buildings, or consulting about transitioning an existing 
program or expanding an existing program to an equivalent Step(s) of the BC Energy Step Code. Check all that apply.  
☐  Transitioning an existing energy-efficiency program(s) to an equivalent Step(s) of the BC Energy Step Code 
☐  Expanding an existing energy-efficiency program(s) to an equivalent Step(s) of the BC Energy Step Code 
☐  Introducing a new energy-efficiency program(s) or going to a higher Step 

6. Notification Submission  
Please ensure only one submission is received from your community. 
☐   I have conferred with my colleagues to ensure this will be our only submission at this time.  

 
 
Please email this form to the Building and Safety Standards Branch of the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing.  
 
 

Email address:  building.safety@gov.bc.ca  
 
Subject line:  Notice of Consultation on the BC Energy Step Code  
 

 
 
Administrative Intake – Building and Safety Standards Branch Internal Use Only 

Receiver       Date Received 
 
Administrator      Date Completed  
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