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2022—2026 COUNCIL 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Councillor Casey Law, Councillor Danika Hammond,  

Councillor Colin Moss, Councillor John Fyke,  

Mayor Leonard Casley 

 

Council meetings are regularly scheduled for the second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  

Committee of the Whole meetings are regularly scheduled for the fourth Tuesday of each month at 

7:00 p.m. with the except of July, August and December.  Meetings are held in Council chambers 

located at 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver, BC.  Meetings are also live streamed with information on 

how to view located on each meeting agenda and are recorded and available for viewing on the Village 

website for us to 6 months following the meeting date. 

 

Information on how public can participate in local government decision making is available on the 

Village website, or you can call the Village Office for more information. 

 

The Village Office is open Monday through Friday (with the exception of stat holidays) from 9:00 a.m. 

to 4:00 p.m. and is located at 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver, BC. Phone: 250-35-2316, email 

office@newdenver.ca  

 

mailto:office@newdenver.ca
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 MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR 

 

2023 was year of was the year of challenges and working toward significant infrastructure 
improvements in the village over the next ten years. Through preparation and planning, staff and 
council have worked hard to prepare for anticipated costs, which meant asset management planning 
and a focus on building reserves for expenses anticipated in the next 10 years. We have worked to 
establish a plan that allows finances to be saved now for spending later, so taxpayers aren’t burdened 
with having to cover large expenses in the future when aging assets need to be replaced. As a Council, 
we have chosen to look ahead and work toward having a stable and financial future for the Village of 
New Denver.  

In 2023, staff continued to work on some very big projects, coordinating with a variety of professionals 
and sub-consultants to achieve some important project for our small community. Keeping a large 
number of projects moving forward is no easy feat but we continue to prevail. We would like to thank 
all of the contractors for sticking with us while we have navigated through all of the challenges and 
surprises, we’ve faced. 

We have seen no shortage of water system upgrades, with the two new community water source wells 
and two new fire hydrants installed in 2023. The new hydrants will allow the Village to supply water 
to the Orchard in the unlikely event of a failure of the existing line under the new bridge, which we 
anticipate having replaced in 2024. We look forward to the installation of pumps in the new 
community water source wells and construction of a pumphouse in 2024 which will allow us to 
transition to use of these new wells and decommissioning of the existing wells on Kootenay Street and 
Eldorado Avenue.  

Some very important dike repairs were completed in 2023, and we have been working hard toward 
improvements to the creek near the highway bridge in an effort to minimize potential damage during 
high water events. An important floodplain mapping initiative is also underway that should equip us 
to be better prepared for future extreme weather events and changes. These types of large initiatives 
take extensive coordination and we appreciate everyone’s involvement in making things run smoothly.  

This document showcases the dedication staff and council have for our community. The number of 

projects and improvements New Denver has been able to undergo and secure for future years to 

come is encompassed in this annual report.  

 

Mayor Leonard Casley 

 

 

 

 
 



 

4 

 

 CORPORATE VALUES 

New Denver is a vibrant, progressive community at the heart of the Slocan Valley. We are committed to 

principles of economic, social, cultural and environmental sustainability. The Village provides and maintains 

environmentally responsible services that meet our current and future needs. 

We are an attractive, progressive, and enjoyable community that embraces and celebrates its natural, historical 

and cultural resources. We are committed to creating a safe and healthy community that provides safe 

accessible facilities and high-quality municipal services and programs for the enjoyment and wellbeing of our 

citizens. 

The Village encourages and supports economic development and the creation of a diversified economy, 

through active promotion of the Village and partnerships with a wide range of stakeholders. The Village is 

business friendly and ensures policies and bylaws support a diversified economy including entrepreneurial 

activity, small business and tourism. 

The Village is committed to being fiscally responsible and to creating a climate for investment and involvement 

by its citizens. 

Citizens have access to all public information and participate in decisions that affect their well-being and quality 

of life. The Village includes economic, social, cultural and environmental factors in their decision-making 

processes. 

We strive to recognize and appreciate effort and achievement, we value creativity, innovation, collaboration, 

trust and foster an entrepreneurial spirit.  

The purpose of Council and staff of New Denver is to exemplify collaborative governance and sound 

management through the provision of high-quality facilities and services that provide opportunities for 

continued improvement to the quality of life for people of all ages that we serve.  
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FINANCIAL SERVICES 

The financial services department is responsible for and committed to sound financial management of the 

Village’s financial operations by delivering the following services: 

• Financial Planning, Operational and Capital Budgeting 

• Financial Reporting and Analysis 

• Accounts Payable and Receivable 

• Property Taxation and Utility Billing 

• Payroll 

• Asset Management 

It is the objective of the department to operate efficiently, maintaining a sound financial framework and 

continuance of sound fiscal management. 

Key 2023 Financial Facts 

The City of Nelson continues to provide services to the Village of New Denver for financial management with 

Nathan Russ having been appointed as the Chief Financial Officer (CFO), as required under Village of New 

Denver Municipal Officers Bylaw No. 726, 2019. The CFO and other key City of Nelson staff members also 

provide ongoing guidance, mentoring and support to our own Village of New Denver finance team as well.  

Childs Chanton Chartered Professional Accountants have been appointed as auditors for the 2023 and 2024 

fiscal years. 

Financial Services specializes in the development of a financial framework for budgetary process, short- and 

long-term financial planning and a solid foundation for Village staff to fulfill their objectives and goals within 

the financial services department for the betterment of the community.  

In 2023 assessed values for residential properties saw a general increase of approx. 23% from 2022.  This 

resulted in an average tax increase (Village of New Denver portion only) of approx. 6.5%.  Water rates also 

increased by 5% to keep up with operational requirements and garbage collection rates increased 10% to 

reflect the increase to RDCK tipping fees. 

Revenue for the Village in 2023 came from the following sources: 

Revenue Source % of Total Revenue 

Property Tax 7% 

User Fees  4% 

Sale of Services 7% 

Reserves & Surplus 23% 

Unconditional Grants 6.5% 

Conditional Grants 52% 

Other Sources 0.5% 

Proceeds from Borrowing 0% 

TOTAL 100% 

 



 

6 

 

Of the $378,872 in property tax collected by the Village in 2023, the distribution between tax classes is as 

follows: 

Property Class % of total Property Tax  

Residential (1) 83% 

Utility (2) 3% 

Business (6) 12% 

Recreation/Non-profit (8) 2% 

TOTAL 100% 

Council is satisfied that the existing tax distribution equitably shares the tax burden among classes in 

relation to the services used, while considering the classes of property that have revenue producing 

potential. 

Statement of Property Tax Permissive Exemptions  

The Community Charter allows Council, by bylaw, to exempt certain classes of property from 

municipal taxation. This is typically for lands held by charitable and philanthropic organizations or not 

for profit corporations. For taxes imposed in 2023, the Village provided a tax exemption to St. 

Anthony’s Catholic Church, St. Stephen’s Anglian Church and the Pentecostal Church under Bylaw No. 

697, 2015. The amount of municipal taxes that would have been imposed on these properties was 

$1,412. 

Small Community Grant Funding  

In 2023 the Village of New Denver received $334,000 in BC Small Community Grant Funding. Small 

Community Grants are unconditional grants for British Columbia municipalities to assist them in 

providing basic services. The grant is available to municipalities with populations up to approximately 

19,000. Grant amounts are based on a formula that incorporates a base amount, population, and 

assessment values. 

Other Grant Funding 

In 2023, the province announced a one-time Growing Communities Fund Grant.  Similar to the Small 

Community Grant Funding, the GCF used a formula that included a base amount, an adjusted 

population amount and a population growth amount.  The Village of New Denver received $704,000.  

This grant came with guidelines for eligible projects the funds can be use for which mainly includes 

core infrastructure like water supply and distribution, storm water management, road improvements 

& upgrades, sidewalks, curbing, lighting, recreation relation amenities, etc.  In 2023 the Village used 

$152,400 of this towards the Core Pedestrian Corridor project which included sidewalks, letdowns 

and crossings on the portion of the north side of 6th Avenue between Union Street and Kootenay 

Street.  The Village also received a grant of $497,000 from the province for this project.   

Additionally, the Village received $1,191,205 in other misc. grant funding in 2032 which allowed us to 

complete the various projects outlined in subsequent sections. 
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PROTECTIVE SERVICES  

The Village is able to support a volunteer fire department comprised of approx. 20 members.  The 

Village contracts fire protection services to the Village of Silverton and portions of RDCK Area H as 

well.  There is a fleet of three emergency vehicles located at the New Denver fire hall including Engine 

#1, Tender #1 and a Rescue Truck, with additional equipment of the rescue boat, sprinkler trailer and 

Tender #2 being housed in the Silverton firehall. 

 Key 2023 Protective Services Facts 

• The damage to the dike as a result of the 2020 freshet was repaired. 

• Funding was secured and initial planning started for flood mitigation works including 

Carpenter Creek channel restoration and vegetation removal 

• Funding was secured and initial analysis occurred for Carpenter Creek Floodplain Hazard 

Mapping 

• A Bylaw Enforcement/Community Safety Officer position for piloted to determine ongoing 

need  

COMMUNITY SERVICES  

The Village is committed to providing a wide range of opportunities to promote health and wellness, 

sustain cultural heritage and facilities and to enhance the quality of life for the residents of New 

Denver.  

Community Services manages and sustains heritage buildings, cultural venues and programs, 

recreational facilities, outdoor parks, open spaces, trail development and activities.  

New Denver is blessed with an abundance of natural capital to be explored, enjoyed and protected. 

There are numerous municipal facilities that are sustained for the benefit of the community and 

visitors to the region.  
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Key 2023 Community Services Facts 

 Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre:   

• Through grant funding the Village was able to hire a permanent part time NIMC Director, a 

summer Archives specialist and two summer student positions. 

• The NIMC Strategic Plan was finalized. 

• Repairs to the boardwalk were completed 

North Slocan Community Library:  

• Council established a committee to research and investigate steps, actions and feasibility of 

achieving library status for the New Denver and area Reading Centre 

• The name was changed in October to the North Slocan Community Library 

 Accessibility Advisory Committee:   

• As required under the Accessible BC Act, Council established an Accessibility Advisory 

Committee 

• A draft Village of New Denver Accessibility Plan was developed and the committee continues 

to work on its adoption. 

 Bosun Hall: 

• A grant from CBT allowed for the installation of heat pumps at Bosun Hall, upgrades to LED 

lighting and weather stripping. This upgrades now provides the opportunity tot use the 

Bosum Hall as a warming or cooling centre during extreme heat or cold events. 

  Centennial Park: 

• A new year-round washroom was built at the south end of the park. 

• Work continued on the planning and design for the outdoor stage and gathering space. 

• A very successful outdoor movie night sponsored by Kootenay Savings Credit Union, Fortis 

BC and Fresh Air Cinema was help in the park in July. 

• 2023 saw the return of Hills Garlic Fest which is the Village is happy to collaborate with  
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 ENVIRONMENTAL AND TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 

Environmental and Transportation Services provides a number of essential services and maintains the 

Village’s infrastructure. This includes roads, parks operations, cemetery operations, building 

maintenance, water utility and solid waste collection. 

Our dedicated team of employees worked diligently to maintain all municipal infrastructure and 

service delivery as best they could. 

Work continued on the well relocation project.  Two new water source wells were drilled and progress 

on pumps, waterlines and pumphouse/mechanical is ongoing. 

The water distribution system consists of 11,200 meters of water mains, 113 mainline valves, 27 fire 

hydrants, 370 residential water service connections, 50 non-residential water service connections. 

The Village maintains 14.5 kilometers of paved roadways and 15.5 kilometers of unpaved roadways.   

The Village has an extensive inventory of open green spaces, public parks and outdoor recreational 

facilities.   

 Key 2023 Environmental Services Facts 

• 3 new water service connections installed 

• Dry conditions resulted in earlier implementation and longer extension of water restrictions.  

Increased public awareness took place on the source of water and limitations of the 

mechanical equipment was initiated. 

• The old international dump truck was replaced  

• New equipment was purchased to improve service delivery and reduce carbon emissions 

• The Core Pedestrian Corridor Improvement project including new sidewalks, letdowns and 

crosswalks along the north side of 6th Ave between Union Street and Kootenay Street was 

completed. 

• The Solid Waste Study completed 
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Total Annual Water Use 

2023 - 41,326,162 USG 

2022 - 35,297,133 USG 

2020 - 35,044,097 USG 

 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

Working with Village Council, investors, land owners and community organizations, staff in 

Development Services oversees a number of functions including community planning, development 

review, site servicing, subdivision approval, land use policy development, mapping, and 

coordination of civil engineering. 

 Staff work with community groups and service agencies to support social and economic adaptation 

when facing new challenges in the community. Some of this work includes fostering relationships 

with community service agencies, and senior levels of government as well as managing change 

within the community. 

 Some vital planning processes include zoning amendments, Official Community Plan amendments, 

and development proposals. 
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Key 2023 Development Services Facts 

• Work began on a Downtown Revitalization Plan thanks to a grant the Village received 

through REDIP.  Open houses, surveys and public input sessions were held throughout the 

year. Additional input will be gathered as the plan is finalized in 2024. 

• Vision Zero funding allowed the Village to hire Watt to investigate solutions for traffic 

calming in the area of 8th Ave and Columbia Street   

• Zoning & OCP Bylaw amendments including  

o Removing the limit on number of principal buildings per parcel in the case of single 

family and two-family use in the C2 zone 

o To accommodate Temporary Use Permits in all areas for up to 3 years 

o 1 Development Variance Permit and 7 Development Permits approved 

• Road closure bylaws – two Rights-of-Way  

• Disposition of one Right-of-Way 

• Adopted 4-year strategic plan 
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Statement of Financial Information (SOFI) 

THE CORPORATION OF THE VILLAGE OF NEW DENVER 

Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 2023 
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Statement of Financial Information (SOFI) 

THE CORPORATION OF THE VILLAGE OF NEW DENVER  

Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 2023

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL INFORMATION APPROVAL 

We, the undersigned, approve the attached statements and schedules included in this 
Statement of Financial Information, produced under the Financial Information Act.  

____________________________________ 
Leonard Casley
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Nathan Russ, CPA, CMA
Chief Financial Officer
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared as required by Financial Information Regulation, Schedule 1, section 9 



Statement of Financial Information (SOFI) 

THE CORPORATION OF THE VILLAGE OF NEW DENVER  

Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 2023

MANAGEMENT REPORT

The Financial Statements contained in this Statement of Financial Information under the 
Financial Information Act have been prepared by management in accordance with
generally accepted accounting principles and the integrity and objectivity of these 
statements are management's responsibility.

Management is also responsible for all other schedules of financial information and for 
ensuring this information is consistent, where appropriate, with the information contained 
in the financial statements and for implementing and maintaining a system of internal 
controls to provide reasonable assurance that reliable financial information is produced. 

The Mayor and Council are responsible for ensuring that management fulfils its 
responsibilities for financial reporting and internal control and for approving the financial 
information included in the Statement of Financial Information. 

The external auditors, Childs Chanton, Chartered Professional Accountants, conduct an 
independent examination, in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, and 
express their opinion on the financial statements.  Their examination does not relate to 
the other schedules of financial information required by the Financial Information Act.  
Their examination includes a review and evaluation of the Village's system of internal 
control and appropriate tests and procedures to provide reasonable assurance that the 
financial statements are presented fairly. 

On behalf of The Corporation of the Village of New Denver

____________________________________ 
Nathan Russ, CPA, CMA 
Chief Financial Officer
June 11, 2024 

Prepared as required by Financial Information Regulation, Schedule 1, section 9













































Statement of Financial Information (SOFI) 

THE CORPORATION OF THE VILLAGE OF NEW DENVER  

Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 2023 

SCHEDULE OF DEBT 

Information on all long term debt is included in the Audited Financial Statements of The 
Corporation of the Village of New Denver. 

Prepared as required by Financial Information Regulation, Schedule 1, section 4



Statement of Financial Information (SOFI) 

THE CORPORATION OF THE VILLAGE OF NEW DENVER 

Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 2023 

SCHEDULE OF GUARANTEE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENTS 

The Corporation of the Village of New Denver has not given any guarantees or 
indemnities under the Guarantees and Indemnities Regulation. 

Prepared under the Financial Information Regulation, Schedule 1, section 5



Statement of Financial Information (SOFI) 
 

THE CORPORATION OF THE VILLAGE OF NEW DENVER  

Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 2023 

STATEMENT OF SEVERANCE AGREEMENTS 

There were no severance agreements made between The Corporation of the Village of 
New Denver and its employees during the fiscal year ended December 31, 2023 

Prepared under the Financial Information Regulation, Schedule 1, subsection 6(8) 
 



NAME REMUNERATION EXPENSE

ELECTED OFFICIALS POSITION

Casley, Leonard Mayor 5,670$   -$   
Fyke, John Councillor 3,220  -  
Hammond, Danika Councillor 3,220  4,146  
Law, Casey Councillor 3,220  -  
Moss, Colin Councillor 3,220  1,900  

TOTAL ELECTED OFFICIALS 18,550  6,046  

DETAILED EMPLOYEES > $75,000

Scott, Lisa 90,265  4,898  

90,265  4,898  

TOTAL EMPLOYEES <= $75,000
494,013  6,604  

TOTAL 602,829$   17,548$  

40,845$  

THE CORPORATION OF THE VILLAGE OF NEW DENVER
SCHEDULE OF REMUNERATION AND EXPENSE 

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2023

TOTAL EMPLOYER PREMIUM FOR CPP/EI 



DETAILED SUPPLIERS >$25,000

SUPPLIER NAME EXPENSE

Arrow Refrigeration Services Ltd. 26,559$         
Barefoot Planning Ltd. 37,338           
BC Hydro & Power Authority 53,974           
Brenton Industries Ltd. 216,137         
City of Nelson 34,913           
Cover Architectural Collaborative Inc. 25,116           
Hart Roofing Ltd. 100,641         
Holeshot Originals 25,991           
JR Drilling Ltd. 386,214         
Kate James 53,415           
Kays Road Contracting Ltd. 450,930         
Lyons Landscaping Ltd. 67,138           
Madden Timber Construction Inc. 59,834           
Mick's Plumbing & Maintenance 35,354           
Municipal Insurance Association of BC 39,941           
Nor-Mar Industries Ltd. 74,001           
Regional District of Central Kootenay 99,569           
Sensible Solutions Inc 35,626           
Silverton Building Supply 70,091           
Silverton Transport Limited 155,113         
True Consulting 165,694         
Western Water Associates Ltd. 54,518           
Wired by Alex Electrical Contracting Ltd. 31,349           

TOTAL DETAILED SUPPLIERS >$25,000 2,299,456      

TOTAL SUPPLIERS <= $25,000       693,791         

TOTAL SUPPLIERS 2,993,247      

GRANTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS >$25,000

TOTAL PAYMENTS, GRANTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS 2,993,247$    

THE CORPORATION OF THE VILLAGE OF NEW DENVER
SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS TO SUPPLIERS OF GOODS AND SERVICES 

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2023

Prepared under the Financial Information Regulation, Schedule 1, section 7(1) and (2)



The Corporation of the Village of New Denver
PAYMENT TO FINANCIAL STATEMENT RECONCILIATION

Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 2023 

Prepared under the Financial Information Regulation, Schedule 1, subsection 6(2d) and subsection 7(1b)

2,993,247

$ 661,222

$ 3,654,468

$ 1,525,788Total of Financial Statement Expenditures

The difference between the Total of Scheduled Payments and the Total Financial
Statements Expenditures are due to: 

S.O.F.I. Report Scheduled Payments 

Remuneration  $ 602,829 
Employee Expenses              17,548 
Employer CPP/EI              40,845 

Payments for Goods and Services 

Total of Scheduled Payments 

Adjustments to account for the difference between payments made on a cash
basis, and the audited financial statements reporting expenditures on an accrual 
basis of accounting. This would include adjustments for opening and closing 
balances of inventories, prepaid expenses, and accrued liabilities.

List of payments to suppliers include 100% GST while the expenditures in the 
financial statements are net of the applicable GST rebate.

Capital expenditures are shown as payments to the vendor in this report. 
However, the total financial statement expenditures do not reflect these 
payments as they report amortization of all the capital assets.

The Schedule of Payments of Goods and Services include payments 
made on behalf of third parties, which are recovered from these parties and the 
expense is excluded from the Financial Statements.

Payments to some suppliers  reported directly to the Balance Sheet and
therefore are not reported as expenditures
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